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wonder if the distribution of offices falls largely to
the members of this body?

A ministry, Liberal or Conservative, has so far
always been composed in part of the Premier's
political associates and supporters among the
Peerage. The rest are drawn from the House of
Commons; and since, as a rule, one fairly well-
educated and capable Englishman is as well able
to perform the duties of a public department as
another, when assisted by a sedulous permanent
civil service, no great harm is done, and public
feeling is not outraged, by the fact that social
influences largely determine the choice. A man of
conspicuous ability, the representative of great classes
or interests, a Lloyd George or a John Burns,
may have to be admitted, whether he belongs
to the right set or not. But such men are rare,
The public is not specially concerned in asserting
the claims to office of one member of the House
of Commons rather than another. It has done its
duty at the polls by practically appointing A and
his party to the government, in preference to B
and his following; and it is quite content to
leave the constitution of the executive committee,
and the allocation of the posts in it, to the
leader and his advisers. The power is exercised
on condition that it be not grossly abused. Pro-
vided the men appointed are respectable, upright,
and fairly competent politicians, of good private
character, and of some experience in public life, the
nation is satisfied.

A glance at the composition of any recent English
Ministry will show how largely it still continues to
be made up from this governing oligarchy. Here is